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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Thames  Ditton, 

Surrey, 

February , 1904. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Esher  and  the  Dittons. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  District  for  the 

KJ 

year  ending*  December  31st,  1903,  to  which  is  appended  a 
report  of  the  work  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

I estimate  that  the  population  of  the  District  at  the 
middle  of  last  year  amounted  to  9,667,  being'  an  increase 
of  120  during  the  year. 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  is  99,  and  of  these, 
two  were  registered  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  at  Thames 
Ditton  and  two  as  having  occurred  in  public  places — one 
on  the  road  and  the  other  in  a railway  station.  These 
latter  two  were  non-residents.  To  these  must  be  added 
the  deaths  of  21  persons  who  died  beyond  the  District,  one 
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in  Brookwood  Asylum,  17  in  Kingston  Union,  one  from 
Scarlet  Fever  at  Cuddington,  one  in  the  Surbiton  Cottage 
Hospital,  and  one  in  Westminster  Hospital  from  malignant 
disease.  After  deducung  the  two  deaths  of  non-residents 
and  adding  the  21  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the 
District,  the  nett  number  of  deaths  is  found,  namely,  118, 
and  on  this  figure  I have  calculated  the  death-rate.  This 
is  12’2  per  1,000  persons  living*,  and  the  corresponding  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  is  15*4. 


The  number  of  births  in  the  District  amounted  to 
197  and  is  equivalent  to  a rate  of  20*3  per  1,000  of  estimated 
population.  The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the 
same  period  is  28‘4.  Twenty-one  infants  under  the  age  of 
one  year  died  in  the  District,  and  this  gives  a rate  of  1015 
deaths  per  1,000  births.  The  Infant  Mortality  figure  for 
England  and  Wales  is  132,  and  from  this  I think  one  may 
fairly  draw  the  inference  that  there  has  not  been  so  much 
illness  among  the  infant  population  as  has  existed  in  the 
country  generally.  At  the  end  of  this  Report  the  usual 
Tables  are  to  be  found,  which  show  these  figures  in  a 
tabular  form;  Tables  I.  and  II.  contain  a summary  of  the 
statistics  for  the  whole  District  and  for  each  of  the  wards. 
Table  III.  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
and  the  number  of  patients  that  have  been  removed  to 
hospital  and  also  the  number  of  cases  in  each  ward.  In 
Table  IY.  are  given  the  causes  of  death  for  the  whole 
District  and  for  each  ward,  classified  under  different  age 
periods.  I find  that  12  Inquests  were  held,  and  in  six  the 
verdict  was  “ Natural  Causes,”  and  of  the  remaining  six, 
four  were  returned  as  due  to  accidents,  one  to  suicide  and 
one  was  a case  of  murder. 


The  climatic  conditions  of  1903  were  remarkable  for 
a very  heavy  rainfall  and  an  equable  temperature,  and  to 
these  may  be  attributed  the  absence  of  any  cases  of  fatal 
diarrhoea  among  infants. 
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The  health  of  the  District  has  been  good  during  the 
last  year,  and  that  in  spite  of  an  increase  in  the  death- 
rate,  which  1 think  is  largely  due  to  a number  of  deaths 
among  " residents  " who  died  outside  the  boundaries  of 
the  District. 

Seven  deaths  were  registered  which  come  under  the 
heading  of  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  and  the  Zymotic 
death-rate  is  072  per  1,000  population.  That  of  England 
and  Wales  is  U45  per  1,000. 

1 have  tabulated  below  the  various  rates  for  this 
District  and  those  for  England  and  Wales. 

Death  Rate. 

England  and  Wales  15*4 
Esher  and  The  Dittons  12'2 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  that  were 
notified  amounted  to  29,  and  were  as  follows  : — Diphtheria, 
14;  Scarlet  Fever,  8;  Enteric  Fever,  2;  Erysipelas,  4; 
and  Puerperal  Fever,  1.  With  the  exception  of  an  out- 
break of  Diphtheria  at  Claygate  and  a series  of  three  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Thames  Ditton,  there  was  no  connection 
that  could  be  traced  between  the  various  cases  of  disease, 
and  there  was  no  reason  for  thinking  that  the  disease  was 
caused  by  insanitation.  The  three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
at  Thames  Ditton  occurred  in  April  and  May  and  did  so 
at  irregular  intervals,  and  I think  must  have  been  caused 
by  some  very  mild,  unrecognised  case  being  about  in  the 
District.  About  the  middle  of  November  two  cases  of 
Diphtheria  were  notified  from  Claygate,  and  were  followed 
at  an  interval  of  nearly  three  weeks  by  two  more,  and  later, 
after  another  interval  of  seventeen  days,  by  another  case. 
The  infection  might  have  been  contracted  at  the  Schools, 
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though  there  was  no  evidence  of  any  throat  disease  among 
the  children;  I found  that  the  lavatories  were  not  kept  in 
as  cleanly  condition  as  they  should  be. 

It  has  been  the  custom  in  the  Parishes  of  Thames 
Ditton,  Long  Litton  and  Claygate,  to  have  a medical  officer 
appointed  who  made  periodical  visits  of  inspection  to  the 
schools,  and  also  advised  the  Managers  on  any  points 
regarding  the  health  of  the  children  or  such  subjects  as 
the  warming  and  ventilation  of  the  rooms. 

In  my  visits  to  the  various  schools  the  Head  Teachers 
have  frequently  told  me  they  found  great  assistance  was 
obtained  by  being*  able  to  get  advice  from  the  medical  man 
who  was  acting  as  adviser  to  the  Managers,  and  I hope  that 
before  long  it  will  be.  possible  to  make  arrangements  to 
have  these  advisers  re-appointed.  I feel  convinced  that 
had  there  been  a school  medical  officer  at  Claygate,  I should 
not  have  had  to  find  fault  with  the  way  these  lavatories 
were  kept.  I have  arranged  for  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to 
make  an  inspection  of  all  elementary  schools  in  the  Dis- 
trict at  least  once  a quarter. 

One  of  the  two  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  was  undoubt- 
edly imported  into  the  District,  most  probably  from 
America.  The  other  case  was  in  the  Claygate  Ward,  and 
was  one  of  those  curious  cases  in  which  the  blood  gave  the 
typhoid  re-action,  and  almost  as  soon  as  the  diagnosis  was 
made,  immediately  got  well,  thus  proving  there  are  con- 
ditions under  which  this  re- action  may  be  found  but  which 
are  not  due  to  Typhoid  Fever.  Most  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Diphtheria  were  removed  to  hospital,  though 
it  was  necessary  to  send  some  of  them  into  a neighbouring 
district  as  there  was  not  sufficient  accommodation  in  the 
hospital  at  Tot worth.  Under  these  circumstances  great 
care  had  to  be  taken  in  the  removal  of  cases  of  Diphtheria 
lest  death  from  heart  failure  should  take  place  on  the  road, 
and  it  is  a matter  for  congratulation  that  only  one  patient 
was  at  all  the  worse  for  the  journey. 
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MAIN  DRAINAGE. 

The  District  is  drained  on  the  separate  system  and 
the  rainfall  and  surface  water  are  dealt  with  by  the  natural 
watercourses  and  surface  water  drains. 

Owing  to  the  configuration  of  the  District,  special 
treatment  was  necessary  in  the  original  design  of  the 
scheme  of  sewerage,  the  levels  of  the  lower  parts  of  the 
District  being  many  feet  below  the  level  of  the  tanks  at  the 
Outfall  Works  at  Esher,  where  the  sewage  is  treated.  This 
difficulty  was  overcome  by  lifting  the  sewage  on  the  line 
of  the  low  level  main  sewer  by  automatic  pumps  fixed  in 
chambers  below  the  surface  of  the  ground.  There  are 
three  pumping  stations,  viz.  : — No.  1,  near  the  Post  Office, 
Thames  Ditton;  No.  2,  at  Weston  Green  near  the  Harrow 
Public  House;  and  No.  3,  on  Ditton  Common  near  the 
cross  roads.  From  this  latter  point  the  whole  of  the  sewage 
passes  by  gravitation  to  the  Sewage  Works,  where  it  is  again 
lifted  to  the  collecting  and  precipitating  tanks.  The 
sewage  is  treated  by  precipitation  with  lime  and  alumina 
ferric,  and  passed  through  settling  tanks  and  afterwards 
passed  over  filtering  beds  laid  out  on  what  is  known  as  the 
intermittent  downward  filtration  system.  The  effluent 
obtained  is  of  a very  fair  degree  of  purity  and  is  discharged 
into  the  River  Mole. 

The  whole  system  is  well  provided  with  automatic 
flushing  tanks,  and  ventilating  shafts  are  placed  in  various 
situations  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any  escape  of  sewer 
gas  in  the  neighbourhood  of  any  dwelling  houses. 

A new  sewer  is  being  laid  in  Yale  Road,  Claygate,  and 
I hope  that  as  soon  as  the  house  connections  are  made  the 
fouling  of  the  ditch  in  this  road  will  cease. 

During  the  year  the  Surveyor  reported  that  lie  had 
some  trouble  with  the  sewers  in  the  low  level  of  the  Dis- 
trict, and  that  the  pumps  were  unable  to  contend  with  the 


quantity  of  sewage.  It  was  thought  that  possibly  the 
source  of  the  water  might  arise  from  a fracture  in  one  of 
the  pipes  of  the  Lambeth  Water  Company’s  main  that 
runs  beneath  the  High  Street  in  Thames  Litton.  For 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  cause  of  this  excessive  flow, 
a shaft  was  sunk  in  Thames  Litton,  and  when  the  sewer 
had  been  exposed  this  was  found  to  be  in  a defective  con- 
dition and  the  tunnel  in  which  the  sewer  was  laid,  also  had 
not  been  properly  filled  in.  When  the  Water  Company 
had  shut  down  their  main  there  was  no  diminution  in  the 
how  of  sewage,  and  consequently  it  was  inferred  that  the 
ground  water  was  gaining  admission  to  the  main  sewer. 

This  matter  is  now  receiving  the  careful  consideration 
of  a special  committee  of  the  Council  and  it  is  very  probable 
that  the  sewer  will  have  to  be  re-laid  from  the  Post  Office, 
Thames  Litton,  as  far  as  the  Sewage  Works  in  Esher,  a 
distance  of  4,000  yards. 


Owing  to  t lie  defective  condition  of  this  sewer  and  the 
excessive  rainfall  in  the  past  year,  the  drains  in  the  lower 
levels  of  the  district  have  often  been  full  and  on  several 
occasions  have  necessitated  visits  of  inspection  from  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself.  I am  glad  to  be  able  to 
say  that  there  has  been  no  bad  effect  on  the  public  health 
noticed  in  this  part,  which  is  one  of  the  most  thickly 
populated  parts  of  the  District. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 


The  appointment  of  a Sanitary  Inspector  who  gives 
the  whole  of  his  time  to  the  work,  has  resulted  in  more 
time  being  available  for  house  to  house  inspection,  as  well 
as  a more  detailed  record  of  the  work  being  kept.  Special 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  provision  of  proper  dust- 
bins to  the  cottage  property  in  the  District. 
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A careful  record  has  been  kept  of  the  rents,  and  notes 
on  the  construction  of  the  houses  have  been  added ; in  all, 
726  cottages  have  been  treated  in  this  manner.  The  rents 
have  been  found  to  vary  between  5s.  and  10s.  per  week. 


For  the  purpose  of  comparison  I have  divided  them 
into  three  classes,  viz.,  A,  B and  C. 


Class  A includes  houses  with  six  rooms  having  a small 
hall  with  staircase,  which  has  been  means  of  ventilation 
and  lighting. 


Class  B,  those  cottages  containing  five  and  six  rooms 
with  a staircase  built  between  two  rooms  and  which  is 
neither  lighted  nor  ventilated. 

Class  C,  cottages  with  three  and  four  rooms  with  a 
staircase  leading'  out  of  the  living  room,  often  without  a 
door,  and  with  neither  light  or  ventilation. 


These  cottages  are  distributed  throughout  the  District 
as  follows  : — 


Thames  Ditton — 

A 40 

B 65 

C 81  Total  186 


Esher — ■ 

A 37 

B 77 

C 103 


Total  217 
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Long  Ditton — 

A 79 

B 130 

C 55  Total  264 

Claygate— 

A 2 

B 10 

C 47  Total  59 

A complete  inspection  of  all  the  cottages  in  Thames 
Ditton  has  not  been  made  at  the  time  of  writing  this 
Report,  and  consequently  the  figures  relating  to  that  ward 
are  not  complete. 

The  average  rent  of  cottages  under  Class  A is  from 
8s.  to  10s.  per  week ; the  average  rent  of  cottages  under 
Class  B is  from  6s.  to  8s.  per  week ; the  average  rent  of 
cottages  under  Class  C is  from  5s.  to  6s.  per  week ; and  the 
poorest  and  meanest  cottage  in  the  district  will  realize  not 
less  than  5s.  weekly. 

The  houses  in  Class  A,  where  the  staircase  is  both 
lighted  and  ventilated,  are  certainly  the  best,  but  the  design 
of  those  under  B and  C seems  to  me  to  be  open  to  some 
amendment,  as  where  the  staircase  is  not  ventilated  into 
the  open  air  it  forms  a shaft  by  means  of  which  the  impure 
air  in  the  living  rooms  can  and  must  gain  access  to  the 
rooms  above  which  are  in  every  case  used  as  sleeping 
rooms.  I have  little  doubt  that  these  cottages  are  built 
in  this  manner  because  it  is  cheaper  to  do  so,  but  T think 
if  a design  could  be  found  in  which  means  of  providing 
ventilation  into  the  open  air  without  a very  large  increase 
in  the  cost  it  would  be  a great  gain  and  the  condition  of 
these  small  dwellings  would  be  much  improved.  It  is 
almost  an  invariable  experience  that  the  air  in  cottages 
which  I have  classed  in  B and  C is  more  foul  than  in  those 
in  Class  A, 
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Speaking  generally,  tlie  sanitary  condition  of  the  Dis- 
trict is  very  good  and  a more  detailed  account  of  tlie  work 
that  has  been  done  will  be  found  in  the  Inspector’s  Report, 
which  is  placed  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

The  intermittent  water  supply  still  obtains  in  parts 
of  the  District,  and  I hope  that  when  the  new  Water 
Authority  takes  over  the  management  of  the  supply  the 
Council  will  take  strong  action  and  obtain  a constant  supply 
throughout  the  whole  district.  The  quality  of  the  water 
remains  good  though  during  the  wettest  parts  of  the  year 
it  showed  a marked  brown  coloration  with  a slight  deposit 
of  the  same  colour. 


There  have  been  a considerable  number  of  the  better 
class  cottages  built  in  the  Clay  gate  ward  and  these  are 
occupied  as  soon  as  finished.  There  is  still  a great  need 
of  cottages  at  rents  ranging  from  5s.  to  8s.  a week,  as  a 
considerable  number  of  men  employed  in  the  District  are 
obliged  to  find  dwellings  outside. 

In  making  the  house  to  house  inspection  all  the  impor- 
tant details  which  are  included  in  this  work  have  received 
attention  and  the  records  carefully  kept.  The  method 
adopted  has  been  to  use  a special  form  for  each  house  which 
is  filled  in  at  the  time,  and  includes  enquiries  as  to  the 
drains,  dust-bin,  its  situation  and  condition,  cleanliness 
and  ventilation  of  the  house,  and  any  evidence  as  to  over- 
crowding. Any  defects  are  noted  and  afterwards  entered 
in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  a notice  is  sent  to  the 
person  responsible.  The  matter  is  thus  kept  in  view  and 
it  is  very  rarely  that  I have  had  to  apply  to  the  Council  to 
serve  a statutory  notice  to  get  a nuisance  abated,  as  gener- 
ally the  owner  does  so  at  once.  All  the  sheets  filled  in 
during  this  inspection  are  bound  together  in  small  books, 
each  containing  the  records  of  a row  of  houses  or  a small 
locality,  and  I think  these  will  prove  of  great  use  when 
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the  time  comes  to  make  a re-inspection.  In  some  of  the 
more  thickly  populated  parts  of  the  District  the  houses  are 
occupied  by  two  families,  but  m no  case  was  any  over- 
crowding found  that  could  be  made  the  subject  of  action  on 
the  part  of  the  Council’ s officials. 

A large  number  of  new  dust-bins  have  been  provided 
and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  not  only  facilitate  the  collec- 
tion of  house  refuse  but  that  the  sites  of  houses  may  be 
kept  more  clean  and  free  from  any  accumulations  of  filth; 
at  the  same  time  attention  lias  been  given  to  the  condition 
of  eaves  guttering  which  in  many  instances  was  either 
wanting  or  in  bad  repair ; this  has  been  attended  to,  and 
I think  cannot  fail  to  make  the  ground  round  the  houses 
less  damp  and  in  some  cases  has  resulted  in  rendering  a 
damp  house  dry. 

Special  mention  may  be  made  of  the  old  and  dilapid- 
ated row  of  houses  known  as  Brompton  Cottages,  Long 
Ditton,  which  has  been  thoroughly  renovated  and  repaired 
and  made  more  sanitary  in  every  sense.  There  are  still 
some  properties  that  need  constant  attention  and  which  I 
hope  to  get  improved  during  the  present  year;  these  are 
all  old  and  out  of  repair  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  make 
use  of  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act  and  obtain  closing  orders  in  one  or  two  cases. 


Special  care  has  been  taken  to  make  the  itegister  of 
Factories  and  Workshops  as  complete  as  possible  and  a 
large  number  of  small  laundries  and  workplaces  have  been 
placed  on  the  Itegister  and  thus  will  be  subjected  to  period- 
ical inspection.  In  several  instances  sanitary  improve- 
ments have  been  carried  out  as  the  result  of  these  inspec- 
tions. On  the  whole  the  condition  of  these  places  is  good 
and  the  surroundings  of  the  workers  are  sanitary.  It  has 
not  been  necessary  to  keep  lists  of  home-workers  as  it  is  not 
the  custom  among  the  employers  to  send  out  work  to  be 
done  at  home. 
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The  Bakehouses  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  are 
all  kept  in  a cleanly  state  and  the  limewashing  has  been 
carried  out  at  the  prescribed  times;  there  is  only  one  that 
comes  within  the  definition  of  an  underground  bakehouse 
and  this  is  well  kept,  and  1 think  the  Council  will  have  no 
difficulty  in  granting  the  required  certificate  when  an 
application  is  made  by  the  occupier. 

Visits  of  inspection  have  been  paid  to  the  slaughter- 
houses, and  these  are  all  kept  in  a wholesome  state  and  no 
accumulations  of  any  refuse  were  found. 

L/ 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  been  systematically 
inspected  and  in  several  cases  important  improvements  have 
been  effected.  The  condition  as  to  cleanliness  of  the  cow- 
sheds has  received  attention  and  periodical  limewashing 
has  been  carried  out.  The  regulations  in  force  require  that 
the  sheds  shall  be  limewashed  four  times  during  the  year, 
but  this  has  been  found  to  be  unnecessary  in  the  case  of 
those  farms  where  the  cows  are  turned  out  for  a part  of  the 
day  all  the  year  round.  In  other  respects  these  regula- 
tions require  revision  and  this  is  now  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  General  Purposes  Committee. 

In  two  instances  I had  to  draw  the  attention  of  owners 
to  the  drainage  of  the  cowsheds,  and  the  defects  were  at 
once  remedied.  The  ventilation  of  the  sheds  is  for  the 
most  part  efficient,  but  there  are  still  some  cowkeepers  who 
have  grasped  the  fact  that  when  the  cows  are  kept  warm 
the  yield  of  milk  is  increased,  but  they  have  yet  to  learn 
that  the  quality  of  the  milk  is  lowered  and  that  the  value 
of  the  cows  is  decreased  as  well  as  the  time  of  milk-bearing 

shortened. 

There  is  also  room  for  improvement  in  the  lighting  of 
the  sheds,  as  unless  there  is  ample  light  it  is  impossible  to 
keep  the  sheds  in  that  properly  clean  condition  which 
insures  a pure  supply  of  milk. 
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1 have  much  pleasure  in  again  thanking  Mr.  Henderson 
for  his  help  during  the  first  three  months,  and  must  also 
tender  my  thanks  to  Mr.  G.  Over  for  his  assistance  in  the 
sanitary  administration  of  the  District  during  the  remain- 
ing portion  of  the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SENIOH,  M.B.  CANTAB.,  D.P.H.  LOAD. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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The  Urban  District  Council  of  Esher  and  tiie  Duttons. 

Thames  Ditton, 

January,  1904. 


To  Dr.  A.  Senior, 

Medical  Officer. 


Sir, 

I herewith  submit  to  you  my  first  Annual  Report  as 
Sanitary  Inspector,  which  deals  with  the  period  from  the 
date  of  my  appointment  (March,  1903)  to  the  end  of  the 
year. 

t/ 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1875. 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  INSPECTION  WORK. 

I have  paid  special  attention  to  this  branch  of  a Sani- 
tary Inspector’s  duties  and  have  made  at  least  one  visit 
to  most  of  the  smaller  cottages  in  the  District. 

There  are  still  some  cottages  remaining  to  he 
inspected  and  dealt  with,  viz.  : — part  of  the  Clump  Meadow 
Estate,  and  scattered  cottages  at  Claygate. 

The  inspections  which  up  to  the  present  have  been 
carried  out  have  been  both  systematic  and  complete,  and  I 
found  that  the  owners  in  most  cases  willingly  complied  with 
the  requests  which  I made  in  respect  to  improvement  in 
sanitary  matters,  and  this  has  been  my  general  experience 
throughout  the  District. 


I found  a number  of  the  smaller  cottages,  also  some 
sheds  and  other  outhouses,  without  proper  eaves  guttering 
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to  carry  off  the  rainwater,  this  water,  by  accumulating  on 
the  ground  around  the  premises,  made  the  places  very  damp 
and  unhealthy ; in  most  cases  the  various  owners  have  been 
induced  to  fix  the  necessary  guttering,  thus  effecting  a 
great  improvement. 


Attention  has  also  been  paid  to  the  provision  and  fixing 
of  air  bricks  and  the  cleansing  and  exposing  of  old  ones 
which  had  become  blocked  up  with  dirt,  etc.  Although  this 
may  appear  a small  matter,  the  insertion  of  a couple  of  air 
bricks  means  a great  improvement  to  stuffy  cottage  rooms. 


DUST  BINS. 

In  making  my  inspections  I found  a considerable 
number  of  cottages  without  a sanitary  dust  bin,  and  have 
been  successful  in  inducing  various  owners  in  many  cases 
to  provide  these  articles,  the  total  number  of  bins  provided 
amounting  to  135  ; this  has  been  found  to  greatly  facilitate 
the  weekly  dust  collection  in  the  District. 


SCHOOLS. 

I find  there  are  six  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the 
District  and  the  same  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and 
generally  speaking,  found  to  be  in  a clean  and  orderly  con- 
dition. 


RAILWAY  STATIONS. 

Acting  under  the  instructions  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  I have  inspected  the  lavatory  accommodation  at 
the  three  Railway  Stations,  and  at  Thames  Ditton  Station 
an  old  valve  W.C.  was  removed  and  replaced  with  an  up-to- 
date  pedestal  appliance. 
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 


These  are  eight  in  number  and  have  been  lime  washed 
when  necessary;  no  nuisance  from  accumulations  of  refuse 
or  any  other  cause  has  been  detected. 


FLATS. 

The  only  block  of  flats  in  the  District  is  situated  at 

t, 

Warwick  Square,  Thames  Litton,  and  consists  of  nine  tene- 
ments, three  on  the  ground  tioor,  three  on  the  first  floor,  and 
three  on  the  second  floor.  These  flats  are  not  very  popular, 
being  used  by  the  poorer  classes  as  a temporary  abode  until 
they  can  obtain  a small  cottage  elsewhere. 


HOUSE  DRAINAGE. 


In  three  cases  drainage  at  premises  found  to  be  defec- 
tive has  been  relaid  under  the  Council’ s supervision,  five 
blocked  drains  have  received  attention  and  four  drains  have 
been  tested.  In  each  instance  where  drains  have  been  re- 
laid,  altered  or  tested,  a sketch  plan  of  same  is  made  and 
kept  for  future  reference. 


COMPLAINTS. 

Thirty-six  complaints  of  various  nuisances  have  been 
received  and  attended  to  respecting  such  matters  as  the 
keeping  of  pigs,  poultry,  etc.,  so  as  to  be  a nuisance,  also 
referring  to  blocked  drains,  bad  smells,  etc.  In  each  case 
the  matter  complained  of  was  dealt  with  in  a satisfactory 
manner. 


GENERALLY. 


The  chief  matters  which  have  received  attention  gener- 
ally throughout  the  District  comprise  limewashing  and 
cleansing  of  dirty  cottages,  repairs  to  W.C.  apartments 
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and  apparatus,  broken  and  missing  eaves  guttering  made 
good,  new  dust  bins  provided,  etc.,  etc. 


In  connection  with  the  above  it  was  necessary  in  two 
cases  only  to  seek  intervention  direct  from  the  Council. 
The  total  number  of  inspections  made  under  the 


Public  Health  Act  is 


1015 


lie-inspections  in  connection  with  same  ...  ...  870 


THE  FACTORIES  & WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1001 


BAKEHOUSES. 


Eight  bakehouses  in  the  District  have  been  inspected 
quarterly,  three  are  of  a fairly  modern  pattern  and  five  are 
somewhat  small  and  old-fashioned ; one  only  is  partly  under- 
ground, and  the  place  will  be  certified  as  fit  and  proper  for 
its  purpose  in  due  course. 


The  half-yearly  limewasliing  has  in  each  case  been 
carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Factory 


Act. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS, 

As  prescribed  by  the  Act  the  Factories  and  Workshops 
in  the  District  have  been  visited  and  41  names  and  addresses 
placed  on  the  register,  these  include  the  Royal  Mills  at 
Esher,  Ferry  and  other  Works,  Thames  Ditton,  City  Wharf, 
Long  Ditton ; also  the  workshops  of  boat  builders,  house 
builders  and  others. 
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LAUNDRIES  AND  WASH-HOUSES. 

In  the  course  of  the  house  to  house  inspection,  Laun- 
dries and  Wash-houses  to  the  number  of  49  have  been 
located  and  the  names  of  owners  and  occupiers  placed  on 
the  Register  in  accordance  with  the  Act. 

t otal  number  of  inspections  under  the  Factory  Act  l()(i 

Re- inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 


THE  DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS  REGULATIONS. 

The  premises  occupied  respectively  in  the  District  by 
the  18  persons  who  are  registered  as  carrying  on  tiie  trade 
of  either  Cowkeeper,  Dairyman,  or  Purveyor  of  Milk,  have 
been  regularly  inspected,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
various  improvements  were  effected  at  six  of  the  premises, 
consisting  of  improvements  to  drainage,  provision  of  new 
manhole  covers,  ventilation  of  cesspits,  removal  of  large 
accumulations  of  refuse ; in  addition  to  this  the  cowsheds 
and  dairies  have  been  limewashed  in  the  Spring  and 
Autumn  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations. 


SUMMARY  OE  WORKS,  ETC.,  CARRIED  OUT. 


Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Act  ... 

...  1015 

Re-inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Act 

. . . 379 

Inspections  under  Factory  Act 

106 

Re-inspections  under  Factory  Act 

19 

Total  of  visits  to  Cowsheds,  etc. 

37 

Flushing  tanks  repaired 

49 

Repairs  to  W.C.  apartments  and  appliances 

or 

Leaky  roof  gutters  repaired 

22 

20 


Dirty  cottages  cleansed,  lime-washed,  etc.  ...  ...  21 

New  eaves  guttering  to  outbuildings  .. . ...  ...  13 

Miscellaneous  improvements,  such  as  increased  ven- 
tilation for  rooms,  repairs  to  roofs  and  walls  of 
buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Yard  gullies  repaired,  trapped,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  9 

New  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  . ••  3 

New  Dust  Bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  . . 22 

Letters  written  on  business  of  the  Department  ...  109 

Communications  sent  out  requesting  sanitary 

amendment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


GEO.  C.  OVER, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 
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